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Major Programme to Ensure Children are School Ready for Sept [YEAR]
[DATE]: [Local Authority] is launching an innovative Toilet Training Programme designed to ensure that families across the [city/county/region] are fully supported in toilet training their children before they start Reception class in school in September [year]. 
Children who have a medical diagnosis, such as a bowel or bladder condition, will have exemptions from any expectation to be toilet trained by this Sept and will have access to usual specific support.
This initiative follows the collection of city-specific data to assess the number of children currently starting school in nappies or experiencing frequent accidents.
As part of the pilot, approximately [number of Reception starters] families living in the City of York Council catchment area will receive a physical copy of The Potty Training Guide and a Starting Reception leaflet alongside their school place offer letters on Primary National Offer Day, [date]. 
These resources, which will feature [insert detail about local information], are part of a joined-up approach to provide universal support to parents and carers.
The project includes comprehensive support for both parents and childcare providers:
· Parent Workshops: A series of drop-in sessions [link to where sessions can be booked] are being held across various locations including [list]. These sessions will provide a space for parents to receive guidance and support.
· Practitioner Training: Starting in [month, year], training sessions will be available for teachers, nursery staff, childminders, and health visitors. This training focuses on using the guide as a tool in supportive conversations with families.
· Community Outreach: Marketing materials, including posters and postcards, are being distributed to [insert detail on local distribution e.g. number of pharmacies, GP surgeries etc] to ensure the message reaches every corner of the community.
Facts About Toilet Training
· Every year £400 is spent by British families on nappies and wipes alone - toilet training could put that money back in family pockets.
· Around 3 billion disposable nappies end up in UK landfill sites each year - each one can take up to 500 years to decompose
· More than £60m is spent per year by UK local authorities on the disposal of nappies - toilet training helps reduce environmental impact
A Data-Driven Approach
The success of the programme will be evaluated between [insert month range and year]. Project leaders will compare data from September [year] with the September [year] intake to measure the reduction in children starting school not fully toilet trained. The evaluation will also incorporate feedback from practitioners and parents gathered through digital engagement tools and surveys.

[Insert quotes from relevant stakeholders e.g. programme lead, local councillors, funders etc.]
Notes to Editors
· The project is a collaborative effort involving [list collaborators]
· Children who have a medical diagnosis, such as a bowel or bladder condition, will have exemptions from any expectation to be toilet trained by this Sept and will have access to usual specific support.
· [insert any additional information on the programme that you would like to share, but is not already included in the press release]
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